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1. INTRODUCTION
Reducing and eliminating human poverty has become the urgent task in the world in this new century. In the past a few years, with the economic reform and globalization, the condition of the poverty in Romania has been changed, the problems caused by urban poverty are raising. 

After the transformations of 1989-1991, Romania was in very different situation and developed very different strategies of adaptation to the new economical, social, political and legal environment. Romania was affected by the disintegration of the communist economic system and the collapse of the Eastern market. These led to a dramatic fall in the life standards and the aggravation of social problems. Since 1989, Romania has undergone a difficult transition to new political institutions and a new economic framework. Economic restructuring has lead to social exclusion, and certain regions of the country, such as mono-industrial centers and rural areas, have been hit even harder. The transition increased poverty and the risk for larger categories of people to become marginalized (Zamfir 2001).

To know what helps to reduce poverty, what works and what does not, what changes over time, poverty has to be defined, measured, and studied. As poverty has many dimensions, it has to be looked at through a variety of indicators: levels of income and consumption, social indicators, and indicators of vulnerability. It is important to find out what the poverty really is and then to take programs accordingly. In related studies, when researchers talk about how to eliminate poverty, they usually refer to the role of the Government (Arpinte 2006, Preotesi 2006). 
Throughout the difficult transition period, Romanian NGOs have provided vital social services with the help of international funding. Over the last decade, civil society organizations have built, developed and maintained a wide range of social services for vulnerable groups. This has been possible with the support of foreign donors and EU programs. It is generally recognized that the social services provided by non-governmental agencies offer higher quality, standards and responsiveness to community needs than public ones. State funding, however, is directed almost exclusively to public social services.
Nowadays in the context of rapid urbanization an urban NGO sector is emerging, but the nature of NGOs relationships with communities, and the real impact of their work, are little understood. In my research, I approached the subject of eliminating urban poverty from the roles of the NGOs in North Vest Development Region
, Romania. Here, NGOs refer to the social organizations (associations and foundations) that are formal, non-profitable and involved in pro-poor.
 I will try to find out what roles do the NGOs play in helping the urban poverties to meet their needs, to combat their poverty. 
In Romania there are researches about poverty as well as poverty reduction, how far poverty is reduced, what are the causes of poverty, the role of government to reduce poverty etc. No research yet to find how the NGOs in Romania perceive the term poverty and what are the factors influencing the NGOs to select poverty reduction programs. It is important to find out what the poverty really is and then to take programs accordingly, so that poverty can be reduced successfully. These studies emerge the question of what right to do the leaders of these NGOs’ have to decide what is the best for these people. The NGOs are active actors to combat poverty in Romania, that is why their ways of perceiving poverty and selecting poverty reduction programs is highly significant in contemporary poverty situation. Poverty should be targeted directly on its roots by overcoming the constraints that gives rise to it rather than treating the symptoms of poverty through welfare transfers. It means listening to the poor and learning from them. Emphasis should be on understanding the needs of the poor and the poverty processes that create those needs. 
Furthermore I will analyze the partnership between NGOs and Local Administration, cooperation, communication with public institutions and between NGOs, the intensity of partnership between NGOs and local administration, available human resources, financial resources
Main Research Questions 
· How do the NGOs working with urban poor, conceive the term poverty?

· How do NGOs select their programs?

· What role can NGOs really play in combating urban poverty?

2. Theoretical background
2.1 Who are Romania’s Poor?
Romania embarked on a transition to a market economy after a decade of harsh economic conditions and social distress. Two measures of poverty are currently used in Romania: relative and absolute poverty. The relative poverty measure is based on the methodology endorsed by the Laeken European Council in December 2001. This methodology was developed to allow monitoring in a comparable way member states’ progress towards the agreed EU objectives in the fight against poverty and social exclusion. The absolute poverty measure is based on a national methodology, developed in 2002 by a team including NIS and Government experts, researchers, and World Bank staff, and it is one of the national indicators included in the Poverty and Social Inclusion Monitoring System in Romania. However, while there has been significant progress in absolute poverty reduction, benefits of renewed growth have failed to reach all segments of the population (World Bank 2007).

Table 1. Measures of absolute poverty in Romania between 2000-2006.
	Year
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	National Poverty Rate (%)
	35,9
	30.6
	28.9
	25.1
	18.8
	15.1
	13.8



Source: World Bank 2007:9.
Poverty in Romania can be analyzed from a wide range of perspectives: macroeconomic, socio-demographic, and governmental – through means of social policy –, and individual characteristics (Dan 2005). From macroeconomic perspective the main causes of poverty are the economic recession, the shadow economy and the black labor force market. The most important factor that causes poverty is the economic recession. Conceptually, there are two situations that may trigger poverty. On the one hand an income shock of sufficient strength to push a household into poverty. Income shock may impoverish the households temporary. In the poverty literature, such households are called the transient (or temporary) poor (Teşliuc at al 2001). They would escape poverty even without outside help. In this category are included the unemployed who, in period of economic recession, loose their jobs. When economy recovers and employment increase, such individuals would reenter the labor force and may escape poverty. On the other hand, other household would not be able to escape poverty even when economy recovers, because the assets they own do not generate sufficient income to lift them over the poverty threshold. Such household are called permanent poor. Typically, in this category are included the disabled, or poor elderly unable to work, families with large number of children (four or above) (Teşliuc et al 2001). 
Romanian specialists appreciate that more than two thirds out of poor are living in temporary poverty (Teşliuc et al 2003). Unemployment rates have only gradually increased to 8 percent in 1994, and remain amongst the lowest in Eastern Europe. The decline in employment consists mainly of lay-offs or retirement of (mostly female) blue-collar workers in large state-owned enterprises which were producing textiles, metal products, and machinery. Over one-third of the layoffs, plant closings, and firings have occurred in the Northeast region, which now has one of the highest unemployment rates in the country. The small drop in employment coupled with a sharp decline in output has reduced labor productivity and contributed to a fall in real wages. Romania experienced one of the steepest declines in real wages in Eastern Europe. In 1993, real wages were only 66 percent of their 1989 level (Zamfir 2001). 

From socio-demographic perspective, poverty has been caused by a great deal of factors, among which: household dimension and the number of children, the head of the family’s sex, ethnicity, educational level or professional status (Dan 2005).  The household size and the number of kept children have an important influence on poverty. Earlier studies do not find statistically significant difference in the risk of being poor for families of one, two or three persons, while larger families (five members and more) faced higher risk of poverty. Poverty is further associated with mono-parenting. Families with one parent face higher poverty risk than families with two parents (Teşliuc et al 2003). Another important factor is the age. To the question who ends up being poorer, the children, the elderly or the adults, the answer is: by age, the highest risk of poverty is found among children, especially during the adolescent period (15-24 years old). Regarding the gender, female and female-headed households in particular face higher risk of poverty compared to males, due to the higher share of mono-parental households and old widows living on low survivorship pensions that are found in this category. Earlier analyses show that the gender dimension is an important one when speaking about the vulnerability (Teşliuc et al 2001, Zamfir 2001). The human capital of a household or the educational level is another important factor in the analysis of poverty. The majority of the Romanian’s poor are members of households whose heads are primary school graduates, secondary school graduates or vocational school graduates (Dan 2005). Another characteristics associated with the household’s human capital is the occupation of the household head and participation in the formal or informal economy. The largest groups of poor are employee- and pensioner-headed households. Within the group of employees, households with a larger number of dependants, with only one wage-earner, or with low wages are facing higher poverty risk (Teşliuc et al 2003).
Poverty in Romania was also influenced by improper measure of social policy, such as early retirement (before the entire length of service or before legal age) and compensation payments. In order to create more jobs and to reduce unemployment, the Romanian authorities resorted to retirement. The number of taxpayers diminished and the degree of dependence between the inactive population and the active one increased. If in 1990, there were three taxpayers who supported a pensioner; in 1999 the proportion was 1:1. The compensation payments given to the dismissed person (especially miners) were another improper social measure taken by the Romanian authorities. Although it was strongly recommended that the money should be invested in private business ventures that would generate new jobs, their owners did not have the proper education level, the money was quickly spent and poverty could not be alleviated (Dan 2005). 
From the individualistic perspective, the most common causes of poverty are: alcohol and drug dependence, physical or mental handicaps and diseases, socializing deficiencies (orphans, abandoned children, and elder people), the extent to which the poor exert themselves to enter the labor market and are not discouraged from this by state. 

As we could see, transition period generated not only welfare, but poverty as well, mainly because: the market economy could not fully absorb the existed labor force, which led to a high rate of unemployment; the high-qualified and well-paid labors were backed up by low-qualified and low-paid jobs, which generated poverty; the poor categories (unemployed, old, handicapped person, unqualified laborers, single-parented or big families) are more and more ignored because of their lack of economic and political resources; the social assistance offered to those in need often creates a culture of dependence and by this reduces the individual effort for coming out of poverty (Zamfir 2001). 


Regional dimension of poverty. There are substantial differences in the incidence of poverty by region. The higher risk of poverty is in the North-East, 47% higher than the national average (77% higher rate of extreme poverty as well). This region also hosts the larger number of poor (25% of total poor, and 30% of extreme poor). Bucharest, the capital city, enjoys the lowest risk of poverty, about one third of the national average. After 1996, regional disparities in total and extreme poverty attenuated slightly (Teşliuc et al 2003). Both the incidence and the number of poor is higher in rural than in urban areas. Despite a constant trend toward convergence, in 2002 the risk of poverty was still more the double in rural than in urban areas. 


Community-poverty measures the availability of publicly provided services within a community. 

Table 2. Community poverty.

	
	National
	Urban
	Rural

	
	Non Poor
	Poor
	Total
	Non Poor
	Poor
	Total
	Non Poor
	Poor
	Total

	Poverty status

 Total poverty

 Population in the group

Of which
	71
100


	29

100
	100

100
	82
100
	18

100
	100

100
	58

100
	42

100
	100

100

	Community

  Lack of post office in the locality

  Lack of health service in the locality

  Lack of pharmacy in the locality

 Lack of cultural/entertainment center in the locality

 Lack of playground for children in the locality
  Living in a highly insecure area (affected by violence, burglaries, etc.)

Living in an area with a highly deteriorated roads infrastructure
	6

5

14

10

36

2

13
	12

11

28

19

63

2

17
	7

7

18

13

44

2

14
	-

-

0

2

7

3

10
	-

-

1

2

12

4

7
	-

-

0

2

8

3

9
	15

14

38

24

85

1

19
	18

17

41

27

89

1

21
	16

15

40

25

87

1

20


Source: Teşliuc et al 2003:12
The measure of community-poverty used here does not take into account potential differences in the quality of the services among poor and not-poor neighborhoods, or potential discrimination in the access to such services within a certain neighborhood. Still, there is a strong difference in the type of community-poverty by areas of residence. While the rural areas are affected by lack of access to services and infrastructure, urban areas are affected mostly by insecurity.


Perception of poverty. About half of the Romanian households declare that they cannot buy enough food, while two thirds consider that their income do not match their currant expenditures. These percentages are higher for the poor than for the non poor, and do not vary substantially in rural versus urban areas. The dissatisfaction with the current level of consumption is substantial even for the non-poor: 42% of them consider their income insufficient to cover their food needs, and 59% assess that current incomes are not enough to cover current expenditures.
Table 3. Perception of poverty.

	
	National
	Urban
	Rural

	
	Non Poor
	Poor
	Total
	Non Poor
	Poor
	Total
	Non Poor
	Poor
	Total

	Poverty status

 Total poverty

 Of which
	71


	29


	100


	82


	18


	100


	58


	42


	100



	Nutrition
  Could not buy enough food

  Incomes cannot cover current expenditures
	42

59
	69

86
	50

67
	41

59
	68

88
	45

64
	44

59
	70

84
	55

70


Source: Teşliuc et al 2003.

2. 2. Civil Society in Romania

In Romania, civil society developed historically at a later stage and to a lesser degree than in other East Central or Western European countries. The emergence of civil society in Romania, as in other post-communist countries in Central and Eastern Europe, is the result of a relatively recent social process. The space, created by the post-communist institutional upheaval since 1989, between the market and the state is being filled by this emerging civil society. Until the mid-nineteenth century, there were no significant civil society activities in Romania. Civil society traditions developed at a relatively late stage in the history of the country (CIVICUS 2005, Epure et al 1998).


In the context of the dramatic changes that Romanian society has undergone to cope with the dynamics of the complex transition process, it has become increasingly clear that the expansion of social and civic movements in general, and the development of nongovernmental organizations specifically, have become important factors in the post communist evolution of society (Saulean – Epure 1998).The fall of the Ceausescu regime triggered a growth process in the number of non-governmental organizations (the most commonly used term for nonprofit organizations in Romania), which are considered an essential part of civil society in Romania 
Communism destroyed all traces of civil society and replaced it with party-controlled nation-wide associations of all kind, from women’s groups to professional and sport organizations (Pippidi 2002:147). A civil society began to develop in the 1970s and 1980s. In this period, civil society did not have the militant character that was beginning to develop in other Eastern European countries and mainly consisted of outdoor clubs (for hiking and caving), and environmental protection and cultural associations. In some cases, these NGOs had a significant number of voluntary members and were mainly funded by the state or through communist organizations (CIVICUS 2005). 
However, during communism there was no such thing as an independent civic movement. In its recent history, since 1989, two different stages of development of Romanian civil society can be identified. At the beginning, in the early 1990s, civil society had to liberate itself from the legacy of the totalitarian regime and fight to create an autonomous space, outside the state. In the second half of the 1990s the political environment improved and civil society began to have a better profile and play more diverse roles in Romanian society. There is a widespread recognition that the NGO sector has expanded hugely worldwide. Although according to Alan – Allen (2000:213) this increase is not likely to be the result of a sudden expansion of interest in charity work, or of an outbreak of solidarity with the poor. Furthermore this increase may be largely connected with the decline of the state as an institution.
In Romania after 1989 a large number of nonprofit organizations were settled in people’s will to participate in social life and to influence social policies. They were addressed to different categories of beneficiaries, from those who couldn’t satisfy their basic needs like food, clothes and shelter to those looking for professional fulfillment and self-actualization. In time, factors like foreign financial support, politics, economy, cultural and geographical particularities shaped the dimensions of the nonprofit sector. Even poverty alleviation is not declared as mission for many NGOs, the nonprofit organizations remain involved against poverty and for the observance of human rights. According to Pralong (2004:236) a new, distinctive, socioeconomic category is emerging in Romania: the NGO professional as a “private civil servant”, whose livelihood is directly linked to the amount of international assistance destined to support local civil societies.
Many NGOs address poverty through market relationships, trying to improve local people’s access to outside income. While recognizing that poverty is not just about money, they know that many resources, from education to housing, can be purchased in the cash economy (Eversole 2003). Thus, finding ways to increase poor people’s access to cash is often a priority in antipoverty efforts. Other strategies for poverty reduction may not involve any income generating component whatever, whether in cash or in kind. Rather, strategies may focus on building up a range of key nonmonetary resources. Thus, NGOs that work in areas such as the environment, education, literacy, health care and so forth may have an antipoverty focus as they seek to improve poor communities’ access to resources, both in the short and long terms. 

The changes that occurred in Romanian in 1989 attracted the attention of international donors, which helped to develop Romanian civil society and the third sector. Grants from foreign donors continue to be the major source of funding for NGOs, which have failed to make strides toward achieving financial sustainability or promoting their programs and public images. Not all NGOs represent grassroots concerns or have been created from the bottom up: the majority actually was not. Yet their very attachment to the West (via both funding and programming) is an asset, for in this way NGOs create local awareness of issues that may otherwise have taken years to bring forth (Pralong 2004:237). Neither the government nor the private sector has so far been able to direct significant financial resources to this sector. As a result, much of the recent growth has been fueled by private and public international support. While this opens the question as to what degree international support accounts for the re-emergence of the sector in Romania, it also leaves the nonprofit field relatively dependent on foreign assistance (Saulean – Epure, 1998).
Limited access to financial resources and the weak economic capacity of voluntary association rational bodies, governments or private foundations, is still extremely high. By contrast, domestic revenue sources, including membership fees, corporate giving, governmental subsidies and contracts, or the establishment of community foundations are not yet feasible financing options for most organizations.
3. Research Methodology
In this research I selected urban NGOs providing social services in the mentioned five counties, having significant poverty alleviation programs. I involved any NGO which are officially registered and had begun operating in 2004 or later because a minimum of at least five years duration is viewed as necessary for significant impact on poverty to have been attained.
Empirical data was collected by various methods: the first-hand data was collected from field survey: a questionnaire consisting of both structured and open-ended questions was developed and administrated both by mail and face-to-face, to gather detailed information, followed by participant observation, field visits, structural interviews with NGO representatives and target group people.
A number of 162 NGOs were contacted by telephone and e-mail to ask for their cooperation regarding the study. The total number of NGOs that filled the questionnaire and returned it by e-mail or by post was 32.
 Six representatives (see Appendix 2) from six NGOs from the chief cities of counties, and a total of 20 beneficiaries were interviewed in person.
Table 4. Distribution of NGOs contacted, and those who filled the questionnaire in, by county.

	County
	No. NGOs  contacted
	No. respondent NGOs

	Bihor
	50
	8

	Bistriţa-Năsăud
	6
	1

	Cluj
	59
	14

	Maramureş
	24
	6

	Satu-Mare
	12
	2

	Sălaj
	11
	1

	Total
	162
	32


4. The Contribution of NGOs in Reducing Poverty 
4.1. Social service provider NGOs  in North Vest Development Region


The North-Vest Development Region contains six counties: Bihor, Bistrita-Năsăud, Cluj, Maramureş, Satu Mare and Sălaj. The region’s population reached 2 737 400 inhabitants in 2005 (12,6% from the overall population of the country). 


[image: image1]
[image: image2]

There are 4 bigger cities with more than 100 000 inhabitants (Cluj-Napoca – 310 000, Oradea – 206 000, Baia-Mare – 140 000 and Satu-Mare – 115 000), 9 cities between 20 – 100 000 and 29 below 20 000 inhabitants. We can find a density of cities in Maramureş county (13 cities), Bihor county (10 cities) and Cluj county (6 cities). 


In the next part I will present briefly the situation of social service provider associations and foundations in studied counties. I gathered these detailed information from the official website of the Ministry of Labor, Family and Social Protection.
 

4.1.1. Bihor County


In Bihor County there is a large number of associations and foundations which provides accredited social services, although the number of state support receivers remains very low.
 In 2006 a number of three associations and foundations received state support based on the law 34: Actiunea Felix Association, Filadelfia Noom Foundation and Ruhama Foundation. In 2007, four foundation received 222 552 RON state support, for 264 beneficiaries: Actiunea Felix Association, Filadelfia Noom Foundation, Agape Salard Foundation and Ruhama Foundation. 

From 2008 priority is given to those, who provides social services to elderly, institutionalized children who leaves the care institutions, victims of domestic violence, victims of human trafficking, and other persons with difficulties, as persons and families with low-incomes, immigrants, refugees, homeless,  handicapped persons, children separated from parents. 
4.1.2. Cluj county

In 2006 six social service provider foundation supported state support based on law 34/1998, in 2007 this number raised only to seven. The largest number of social services are provided to children (30%) and handicapped persons (22%).
 Although some services are not sufficient enough. A detected segment in Cluj county is the hospitalization of homeless people, and those of school abandonment prevention. The segment of socialization and spending free time is well-developed, and used as an alternative education for school abandonment. As we can see services like giving advice, information and support are represented. These are the first steps toward helping persons out of dependence, achieving an autonomous way of life. 
4.1.3. Maramureş county


In Appendix 4 we can see the list of NGOs providing accredited social services. No data is available regarding which NGOs received state support regarding the whole county, but in Baia Mare neither in 2006, nor in 2007 or 2008, none of the NGOs received state support.

4.1.4. Sălaj county


Till the end of 2006 a number of 22 NGOs with 30 social services were accredited in Sălaj county. In 2006 one foundation received support from the state in the country: the Agape Tihău Humanitarian Foundation. The foundation received 14 340 RON support for 20 beneficiaries. In 2007 two foundation received support:

	No.
	Name of foundation
	No. of average beneficiaries/month
	Amount for 2007 (RON)

	1.
	AGAPE Tihău Foundation
	18
	12 780

	2.
	Rainbow Foundation-Cehu Silvaniei
	19
	13 680

	
	Total
	37
	26 460


In 2008 a number of five foundations and associations received state support:
	No.
	Name of foundation
	No. of average beneficiaries/month
	Amount for 2007 (RON)

	1.
	AGAPE Tihău Foundation
	21
	22 161

	2.
	Rainbow Foundation-Cehu Silvaniei
	27
	28 836

	3.
	ACASĂ Foundation
	25
	17 800

	4. 
	Prader Willi Foundation
	35
	21 320

	5.
	Sindrom Down Association
	10
	7 120

	
	Total
	118
	97 237


Agape and Rainbow Foundation offers assistance to elderly, Acasa Foundation provides socio-medical information and advice services to those in needs. Prader Willi foundation provides information and advice services too, for disabled persons. 

4.1.5. Satu Mare county


In 2006 and 2007 state support was accorded to Caritas Organization in Satu Mare county. 
In 2006 the number of beneficiaries was 1 318, in 2007 this number decreased to 1 128. The Caritas Organization Satu Mare is active in the county for 17 years. In 2008 the organization received state support for 30 unites of its activities (1 498 beneficiaries in total). 
4.2. General features of NGOs surveyed 

As response to the serious poverty problems, the Romanian civil society developed a strong social services sector. While this was recognized as an important contribution to the alleviation of poverty, very few organizations have initiated major projects against the roots of poverty. NGOs seem to be effective in meeting the needs of marginalized groups, because they are organizations essentially based on the free association in order to meet certain needs, which often are not offered by the state. They are also specialized organizations and they are rooted within the communities. 
In the six counties studied, a relatively small number of civil society activities can be detected in the area of poverty eradication. Even poverty alleviation is not declared as mission for many NGOs, the nonprofit organizations remain involved in poverty eradication. Based on the level of operation, the NGOs studied can be categorized into three types: purely foreign origin NGOs or international NGOs which programs and activities are influenced or guided by their respective countries’ ideas and purpose; national NGOs, which operate and have programs almost all over the country; regional NGOs, which operate at regional level, or a part of the country and local NGOs operating at local level.
Human resources available to NGOs continue to remain limited. On average the NGOs operate with very small staff, just seven full-time and one part-time staff. Half of the NGOs employ less than 4 full-time staff, however in most cases the employed staff is a well-qualified and trained one. Difficulties in raising funds for salaries force NGOs to reduce permanent staff or to hire personnel on a project-by-project basis. Volunteers have become a very important resource for many NGOs, for some it is the only one available. Half of the NGOs operate with less then 10 volunteers. Many small organizations rely on the work of volunteers without having the necessary professional staff.


From the point of view of financial support, the actual context represents a difficult moment for NGOs. Almost all the NGOs, specially the small scale local NGOs have high range of resource shortfall. On average NGOs have inadequate financial resources to achieve their goals. The resource constrain is one of the important reasons why NGOs aim to secure the funds necessary to develop their activities from various sources without depending exclusively on one single source, whether it is public or private, foreign or local. The volume of foreign funding continues to decrease. There are cases of organizations which needed to cut their activities, as the foreign funding ended. Another significant aspect that influences organizations’ financial viability is the limited domestic support for NGOs, as local fundraising efforts are not successful at generating significant income. The answers from 31 NGOs shows that for 8 (25%) of them financial resources represent a serious problem, for 6 (19%) is instable, the majority (17 NGO, 53%) described their financial resources as adequate. 

The NGOs surveyed had an average income of 408 318 RON (≈ 11 3416 €) for 2008. The majority of this funding comes directly from international NGO donors. A factor limiting the performance of smaller NGOs was found to be the short-term cycle of funding which prevented them from taking a more long-term perspective. The majority of NGOs have multiple donors, main sources are: international, national, etc. donations, state support, EU grants.
In the studied counties only a very limited number of NGOs receive state support (see Appendix 6). Legal mechanisms for direct funding of NGO activities by the Romanian state are available only in several areas such as sports, assistance to the disabled, social assistance, and human rights. The provision of social services is the most common of all NGO activities in Romania and public funding for social services can be received by NGOs through Law 34/1998. The Government has clearly recognized the value of this mechanism to fund NGOs in the social field. NGO representatives consulted have stressed that access to public funding is complicated by the fact that the bureaucratic mechanisms applied to the beneficiaries of law 34, are even more difficult to than those imposed by the EU, which are generally considered as extremely strict.

Despite the high degree to which NGOs depend on foreign financing resources, provided either by international organizations, governments or private foundations, respondents consider that donors’ policies play a less important role in determining the organizations’ activities. The organizations are run by financial factors rather than personal or external ones. A worrying finding is that more than half of the NGOs surveyed admitted that they are just partially meeting their stated objectives. 

The existence of partnerships and networks at the local, regional and international level can be detected. Almost every NGO studied has international linkages, is part of international networks. They are wiling to form coalitions, I found successful form of cooperation in Oradea, where the STRONG Coalition founded in 2006 has 23 member. 


Previous research identified a lack of shared information within the Romanian nongovernmental sector due to the cultural aspects that are common to the whole of Romanian society, where suspicion, individualism and mistrust prevail, and the level of social capital is very low (Dakova et al 2000). However the level of communication, information-sharing and working relationship between NGOs studied seems to be relatively high mainly in local, regional and international level. Collaboration between NGOs commonly takes the form of common projects information sharing, membership networks, personal contacts. The joint implementation of projects was found to be relatively rare. This implies that co-operation between NGOs is low in intensity, but each city contains examples of innovative forms of NGO to NGO collaboration.

  The majority of NGOs cooperate with each other occasionally on issue of common concern, but some of the NGOs cooperate with each other closely and constructively. The cooperation at the national level is limited, more than half of the NGOs have no cooperation with national organizations. Previous research shows, that the reason invoked for the poor cooperation is the competition for scarce resources and personal conflicts (Roditi-Rowlands 2000), which doesn’t seem to be the case in my research. The dialog between NGOs and local administration seems to have improved. Half of the NGOs studied work occasionally with the municipal authorities in their city.
4.3. NGOs actions to reduce poverty
It has been a vital question in literature that whether the NGOs are successful or not in poverty reduction (Taylor 2000, Belshaw – Coyle 2001, Dhakal 2002, Reuben 2002, Akhtar 2003, Saifuddin, 2006, Sparr – Moser 2007, Suharko 2007, Werker – Ahmed, 2007). The gap between real poverty and the strategy chosen by the NGOs is one of the important causes for NGOs’ failure in poverty reduction. Based on preliminary studies I was predicated that an organization’s definition of poverty influences the strategy or strategies employed to address it. This assumption itself carries with it two prior assumptions. First, that each organization working in field of poverty eradication has a clearly articulated, common definition of poverty. Secondly, that NGOs have one or more clearly articulated, common strategies for addressing poverty. Questionnaires and interviews revealed that not every NGO has a clear definition of poverty, but on average they have a clear strategy for addressing poverty. Poverty definitions are supposed to be applicable for the people and areas who are the target group people of the NGOs so that the poverty reduction programs can be realistic as well as pragmatic.

The NGOs’ poverty perception was drawn from empirical data as well as information found during field visit. I found that there is not a much diversified perception of poverty among NGOs. The Romanian government has pointed what poverty is from the perspective of the country (see Chapter 2.1), but when NGOs are going to fight against poverty, they are to identify the causes of poverty of the people for whom they are going to work and thus define what poverty is. 
More than half of the NGOs estimate the rate of poverty being 40% on local and regional level, and almost all of them argue that poverty is showing a growing tendency due to the growing unemployment rate, low incomes, low level of education and inappropriate governmental policies. According to them, those with low income and unemployed live in extreme poverty. So the NGOs perception of poverty do not varies largely, in spite of the fact that some of the NGOs do not have a well defined poverty definition. 
The recognition that increasing people’s options involves recognizing the diversity of needs and priorities within any low-income population, not only because of different incomes but also because of gender, age and ethnicity, helps to explain the different constraints and opportunities people face and therefore the differences in their priorities.
 Different priorities can be recognized using baseline studies. Only eight NGO use a baseline study to come to know the causes of poverty, to define poverty and the level of poverty in local and regional level. In rest the NGOs’ poverty perception is influenced mainly by international NGOs, main donors, or they use the government’s definition.
 The poverty perception of the NGOs studied is influenced both by these external factors, however internal factors such as individual and group beliefs of the employed professional staff, or the opinions of beneficiaries have found to dictate poverty perception. Among the external forces international NGOs, donors as well as funding agencies and the NGOs’ policy get influence most to define poverty. The internal forces are, in addition, the ideology of the NGOs, the vision which guides the NGOs to get knowledge about poverty and thus to define poverty and select programs. The organizations determine poverty based on some of the criteria as: income, family size, age, number of unemployed in family, housing conditions, household utensils, access to basic needs, educational level, health conditions, etc. 

To the beneficiaries their causes of poverty are: unemployment, low incomes, big family size, housing conditions, mono-parenting, low education, not having ability to work. Nowadays because of economic recession, more and more people become unemployed. As beneficiaries said, cumulative increase of unemployment, lack of jobs is the main cause of poverty in the regions, followed by difficult employment possibilities. 

I found that 20 out of 31 NGOs has had a survey to determine the necessity of programs before initiating them, to know how much the programs are getting support from the local people or the beneficiaries. In terms of decision making and project planning it is not common to include the beneficiary groups, but visits and regular contact with the beneficiaries at the household or at personal level is in practice. The majority of the beneficiaries are satisfied with the NGOs’ staff, they listen to them, to their personal problems, and they consider the beneficiaries’ opinions as much as they can. On average the staffs of these NGOs talk with the beneficiaries weekly, monthly or a few times a year. The strategy is to get ideas from the beneficiaries as well as to get feedback from them. Through this the majority of NGOs can ensure that their work do or does not impose inappropriate solutions by evaluating the opinions of beneficiaries with more occasions. 

As I noticed during non-participant observation the people working at NGOs do not try to impose their decision, rather they listen to the beneficiaries. These relationships are valuable resources for beneficiaries, experiencing the respect of NGO staff, with opportunities for self-expression and equal dialogue, and having the opportunity to build trust and friendship with outsiders. Previous research on NGOs has shown that among many of them there is a tendency to understand beneficiaries as recipients rather than as active participants (Dakova et al 2000). NGOs try to target poverty on its roots by listening to the beneficiaries and learning from them. However emphasis is on understanding the needs of the poor, the tendency that beneficiaries are recipients rather than active participants seems to remain unchanged in the case of studied NGOs. 
Most of the activities of NGOs are directed to children, institutionalized children and young people. Some organizations undertake projects aimed at helping institutionalized children to escape social exclusion after they reach the age of 18 and have to leave the care institutions. Other organizations have as beneficiaries particularly vulnerable categories: physically or mentally disabled persons, elderly, women, unemployed, alcohol and drug dependents (see Appendix 1). 
A very few organizations are also involved in helping them find an appropriate job. It is recognized, that successful employment creation for poor people faces a lot of difficulties (Anzorena et al 1998). While virtually all low-income urban households consider increased incomes or better paying jobs as a priority, this is often not easily achieved both because of the limited demand for the goods and services that new enterprises might provide and because of the competition they face. In the cities (mainly the bigger ones as Cluj-Napoca and Oradea) where a high proportion of the population has inadequate incomes, and a large informal economy exists, it is difficult to find niches for new micro-enterprises that could help to increase income or employment for low-income groups.

There are also a few NGOs (for example Prison Fellowship, Rescue Foundation in Cluj-Napoca) which are working for the reintegration of former detainees, by making people aware of their own capacities and resources, that can help increase the options available to them. There are NGOs that develop activities aimed at helping unemployed and socially vulnerable persons through the provision of vocational training (for example sewing and computer courses in Oradea through CASA Christian Association), education and job meditation (Rescue Foundation in Cluj- Napoca). Professional advice and support can increase the choices further, but successful professional intervention requires that the value of such intervention is recognized and accepted by low-income households. In general these increase income-earning capacities as well as useful skill.
Other NGOs are trying to improve housing, living conditions and basic services of the low-income groups. From the point of view of the promotion of self-help initiatives however, the impact is more limited. There have been many examples in the previous years of initiatives directing to meeting societal needs that ceased when the donors’ financial involvement ended (Dakova et al. 2000). Moreover, some interviewed NGO representatives have complained about the apathy of beneficiaries in helping themselves. A story of success has the Habitat for Humanity international NGO (Cluj-Napoca), which main activity is the improving housing conditions by constructing houses. The most important reason why they have given priority to improving housing and basic services is because the poor groups themselves had identified these as their priorities. A home of their own is important for providing low-income households with stability and security, especially important for households with children and for the person within the household who takes most responsibility for child-rearing and household management (usually the mother).
 As we could see the NGOs’ activities cover a large scale of social problems. Most common social service activities offered are: social canteens, temporary shelters for persons, leaving institutions, day care centers, home care services, temporary housing centers for counseling, training and education, package distribution (food, cloth and medicaments). 

In many cases I understood that the organizations studied have launched their programs in response to available funding.
 The tendency that NGOs have been created simply in response to available Western funding (Pralong 2004:238), can be found in some extent in the case of the six counties studied. Local NGO executives acknowledge to this day that they design their programs to capture Western funds rather than to address local issues needed to be resolved. Even when NGO programs are geared toward addressing particular local issues, such process puts priorities upside down: local NGOs first identify the preferences of the likely donors, and only after that do they seek the local need that may be satisfied from such cooperation. 
In other words, they tailor projects to fit Western concerns, rather than appeal to Western donors to respond to local needs. This sequence (first find the funds, than seek the need to be fulfilled) stands contrary to the expected logic of civil society development and representation. Normally associations derive their power and legitimacy from civil society rather than from Western sponsors. Western donors often have their own agendas that are clearly beneficial for social change, but not necessarily reflecting local needs. As Anzerona et al (1998) states, each initiative for reducing poverty has different funding requirements and different patterns largely because people’s poverty is rooted in the specifics of their own city and its economy, in the land-owning structure, the political system, etc. In addition, in each city, circumstances are constantly changing and external funding should be able to respond to such changes 

To sum up, some of the NGOs are taking programs for poverty alleviation through which more funds can be generated. Based on findings, this study’s proposition could be that the NGOs program selection hardly considers the needs of the poor, rather try to design programs keeping fit with the guidelines of donors, but despite this fact, as it revealed from the interviews with the beneficiaries, the work of the NGOs is mainly successful, their objectives in meeting the beneficiaries certain need is obtained. Even if very few programs are contributing to reduce poverty directly, and very few are bringing sweeping changes in the beneficiaries’ life.
5. CONCLUSIONS
In Romania an important share of the non-profit activities is placed in the field of social services. This reflects the answer, which was given by NGOs to the situation of groups who are economically, socially marginalized, such as children, elderly and disabled. In my research I found, that NGOs are active in empowering marginalized and play a particularly strong role in meeting the poor’s needs directly in the Nord Vest Development Region of Romania. 

In general, NGOs still suffer from a lack of sufficient financial resources and the state offers only limited support. Dependence on foreign donors, which are gradually pulling out of the region, complicates the situation even further. Many of the NGOs develop imported programs, which are not very well connected to the community they are serving. It seems that NGOs are effective in meeting the needs of marginalized groups, they are specialized organizations and they are well-rooted within the communities. Despite the high degree to which NGOs depend on foreign financing resources, respondents consider that donors’ policies play a less important role in determining the organizations’ activities.

The main objective of this study was to look into the role of social service providing NGOs in North-Vest Development Region, whether their programs mach the reality, whether they are successful or not in poverty reduction. A number of NGOs are engaged in projects aiming to eradicate poverty, either by directly supporting the poor, or by creating opportunities for disadvantaged or marginalized categories of people to escape poverty, however this number seem to be very low. However some of the NGOs do not have a well defined written poverty definition, but on average they have a clear strategy for addressing poverty. The main appropriate way to define poverty for NGOs (mainly for those working in local or regional level) is a baseline study based on survey research in the area. I found that the number of NGOs which use a baseline study is very low. NGOs’ poverty perception is influenced mainly by international NGOs, main donors, or the government’s definition.
The internal and external forces are very important aspects of defining poverty and choosing programs by NGOs. Internal factors are the individual and group beliefs of the employed professional staff, occasionally the opinions of beneficiaries, the ideology and vision of the NGOs. External forces are the other NGOs, donors, funding agencies, the NGOs’ policy. In many cases NGOs have launched their programs in response to available funding. NGOs first identify the preferences of the likely donors, and only after that they seek the local need. 

This study’s main finding is, that despite the fact that NGOs try to design programs keeping fit with the guidelines of donors, they consider the needs of poor, their programs are appreciated by the target group as being successful, which are reaching those in real needs. 
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7. LIST OF APPENDICIES

APPENDIX 1. Respondent NGOs to questionnaire in studied counties

Bihor County

	No.
	Name of the NGO
	Address
	Contact person
	Social services

	1.
	Asociatia Pro Christo et Ecclesia
	Bd. Stefan cel Mare, nr. 28, Oradea
	Berei Csongor
	Material, financial support for elderly

Family placement (Casa Julia)

	2.
	Asociaţia Naţională de Cruce Roşie/Oradea
	Bd. Dacia, nr. 23A, Oradea
	Alexandru Pantea
	Center of information and advice

	3.
	Fundaţia Csillagvaros
	Str. Teiului, nr. 2, Oradea
	Vincze Zoltan
	Social assistance and support for elderly

	4.
	Fundaţia Creştină de Asistenţă Socială CASA
	Str. Nufărului, nr. 87
	Cioara Ioan
	Assistance and support for mother-baby

	5. 
	Uniunea Femeilor din Bihr
	Str. Predeal, bl An12
	Mioriţa Săteanu
	

	6.
	Fundaţia Copii Dragostei
	Str. Bobâlna, nr. 88, Aleşd
	Stef Ghizela
	Placement for children

	7.
	Fundaţia Creştină Elim
	Str. Nicolae Bălcescu, nr. 79, Marghita
	Feche Valentina
	Social center for homeless

	8.
	Habitat for Humanity-Beiuş
	Str. Nicolae Iorga, nr. 27, Beiuş
	
	Building houses for low-income families


Bistriţa-Năsăud county

	1. 
	Asociaţia de ajutorare a copiilor BENITA
	Str. M. Kogălniceanu, nr. 29, Bistriţa
	Marian Simona Nicoleta
	Day-care center for children


Cluj County

	1.
	Asociaţia caritabilă Maria-Gabriel
	Str. Romulus Vuia, nr. 138, Cluj-Napoca
	Porumb Ramona
	Family type house

	2.
	Asociaţia Familia Regăsită
	Str. Ilie Măcelaru, nr. 39, Cluj-Napoca
	Diana Untaru
	Social services for families in difficulties

Day-care center for children

	3. 
	Asociaţia Naţională de Crucea Roşie/Cluj-Napoca
	Str. Gheorghe Coşbuc, nr. 11, Cluj-Napoca
	Simon Bratu
	Center for information and advice

	4.
	Organizaţia Eşti Unică
	Cluj-Napoca
	Laura Dani
	Support for women

	5.
	Fundaţia Umanitară RESCUE
	Str.. Gruia, nr. 34, ap. 1, Cluj-Napoca
	
	

	6
	Asociaţia Viitorul Copiilor RAMSĂU
	Str. Mioriţei, nr. 9, Dej
	Cozma Iulia
	Day-care center for children

	7.
	Fundaţia Creştină Diakonia
	Str. Zambilei, nr. 7, Cluj-Napoca
	Sarosi Artur
	

	8.
	Societate Femeilor Ortodoxe
	Str. Tipografiei, nr. 23, Cluj-Napoca
	Trimbitas Maria Gabriel
	Social assistance for elderly

	9.
	Centrul pt. vârstnici Acoperământul Măicii Domnului
	Aleea Plopilor, nr. 7, Turda
	Sas Dorin Cătălin
	Day-care center for elderly

	10.
	Grădiniţă Socială Acoperământul Măicii Domnului
	Aleea Plopilor, nr. 7, Turda
	Sas Dorin Cătălin
	School abandonment prevention

	11.
	Habitat for Humanity/Cluj-Napoca
	Str. Primăverii, nr. 14A, Cluj-Napoca
	Ana Maradia
	Building houses for low-income families

	12.
	Fundaţia Speranţa-Remenyseg
	Str. Bolyai, nr. 95, Cluj-Napoca
	Szilagyi Elisabeta
	Social services for elderly

	13.
	Fundaţia Preventis
	Str. I.P. Retegan, nr. 20, Cluj-Napoca
	Fărăgău Nicoleta
	Center of information and advice

	14.
	Fundaţia Prison Fellowship
	Str. Octavia Goga, nr. 34, Cluj-Napoca
	Constantin Asăvoie
	Centre for mentally handicapped persons


Maramureş County

	1.
	Asociaţia FEMINA XXI
	Str. Aviatorilor, nr.3A-38, Baia Mare
	Kovacsinszki Rodika
	Center for information and advice

	2.
	Asociaţia Herdenroslein
	Str. Unirii 12A/95, Baia Mare
	Payer Maria-Magdalena
	Day-care center for children

	3.
	Asociaţia Naţională de Crucea Roşie/Baia Mare
	Str. Pietrosului, nr. 5, Baia Mare
	Pop Mariana Dan
	Center for information and advice

	4.
	Asociaţia Nord Sia
	Str. Micro Vest, nr. 1/16, Baia Sprie
	Puscas Nastasie
	Social canteen

	5.
	Fundaţia Famiglia Madre Colombo
	Str. Pintea Vitezu, nr. 67, Sighetu Marmaţiei
	Santori Neria
	Day-care center for children

	6.
	Asociaţia Casa Luminii
	Str. Podurii, nr. 32B, Vişeu de Sus
	Opris Claudia
	Day-care center for children


Satu Mare County

	1. 
	Asociaţia Stea
	Aleea Neajlov, nr. 3, bl. 3, ap. 69, Satu Mare
	Diaciuc Cristina
	Reintegration of children

	2.
	Asociaţia Caritas Catolică/Tăşnad
	Str. M. Sadoveanu, nr. 3, Tăşnad
	Czier Tibor
	Social service for elderly


Sălaj County

	1.
	Fundaţia Maya
	Str. Gheorghe Doja, nr. 40, bl. D40, Zalău
	Capalnasiu Adriana
	Support and education for disabled children


APPENDIX 2. List of interviewed NGO representatives

1. Ana Maradia – Habitat for Humanity, Cluj-Napoca

2. Diana Untaru – Asociaţia Familia Regăsită, Cluj-Napoca


3. Ioan Ciora – Fundaţia Creştină de Asistenţă Socială CASA, Oradea
4. Nistor Nicolae Horea – Fundaţia Umanitară Rescue, Cluj-Napoca

5. Mild Brigitte – Fundaţia Creştină Diakonia

6. Mioriţa Săteanu – Uniunea Femeilor din Bihor, Oradea
APPENDIX 3. Associations and foundations providing accredited social services in Bihor county

	No.
	Name of the NGO
	Address
	Contact person
	Social services

	1.
	Administratia Social Comunitara Oradea
	Primariei, nr. 42, Oradea Cod postal: 410209 tel: 0259441677 fax: 0259441678 419450 (Centrul de Ingrijire de zi)
	Berei Csongor
	Day-care center

Social protection for children

Center for homeless

	2.
	Ajutorul Crestin din Romania
	Str. 22 Decembrie, nr. 20, Beius Cod postal: 415200 tel/fax: 0259-323140, 0259-321296
	Toma Corina
	Placement for children

	3.
	Asociatia Actiunea Felix
	Comuna Santandrei, nr. 632 marcel.filip@caminulfelix.ro 0259427481
	Filip Marcel
	Family Type house

	4.
	Asociatia Alfa&Omega
	Str. Petei, nr. 2 , Oradea tel: 0259-477156, 0740-270684 fax: 0259-477156 neluf@rdslink.ro
	Eghedi Aron
	Social services for persons in difficulties

	5.
	Asociatia Anima Caritabila
	Str. Borsecului, nr. 11, bl. Z1, sc. B, ap. 36, Oradea, Cp 410571, mariussacerdotus@yahoo.com 0743552448
	Pop Marius Valentin
	Material support and social assistance for families in difficulties

	6.
	Asociatia Caritas Catolica Oradea
	Str. Sirul Canonicilor, nr. 21, Oradea tel/fax: 412760, e-mail: caritas@rdslink.ro
	Rajna Jozsef
	Social services for elderly

	7.
	Asociatia Caritas Eparhial
	Str. Episcop Mihai Pavel, nr. 3, Oradea, CP 410452 caritaseparhial@yahoo.com tel: 0359-418212
	Todorean Grigorescu Olimpiu
	Social assistance for families in difficulties

	8.
	Asociatia Crestina Vineyard
	Str. Principala, nr. 262, sat Cihei, comuna Sinmartin Tel: 0259-319977 vineyardor@gmail.com
	Hanas Vasile Ioan
	Material support for families in difficulties

	9.
	Asociatia de Asistenta Sociala Comunitara AGAPE
	Str. Constantin Nottara, nr. 6, bl. C6, ap. 20, Oradea Cod postal: 410598 tel: 0359-405767, e-mail: asociatia_agape@rdslink.ro
	Lazea Cristian Dumitru
	Social integration of youngsters

	10.
	Asociatia de asistenta sociala Episcop Nicolae Popovici
	Nucet, sat Baita, nr. 203 CP 415401, tel: 0259-339472
	Bura Nicolae
	Social center for elderly

	11.
	Asociatia Down Oradea
	P-ta 1 Decembrie Cod postal 410073 tel-fax: 0259-419501 e-mail: ador@rdslink.ro
	Ciobanu Lucia
	Support and assistance for persons

	12.
	Asociatia Kolping Belfir
	Belfir, nr. 227-229, comuna Tinca
	Kiss Marton
	Center for children

	13.
	Asociatia Handicapatilor Psihic
	Str. Calea Clujului, nr. 70, Oradea tel: 0259-479182, fax: 0259-266482 e-mail: cdzbp_oradea@yahoo.com
	Bâc Luminita
	Day-care center

	14.
	Asociatia Liman
	Str. Leonardo da Vinci, nr. 34, bl. PB43, ap. 17 tel: 0724965393, fax: 0259-437054 icapantea@yahoo.com
	Pantea Floare
	Support and social assistance for disabled persons

	15.
	Asociatia Mustard Seed Jersey
	Str. Onisifor Ghibu, nr. 26, bl. QB4, sc. D, ap. 32, tel: 0359-322283 e-mail: ralex@rdslink.ro
	Stroie Rodica
	Support, assistance for children in difficulties

	16.
	Asociatia Nationala A Surzilor - Filiala Teritoriala a Surzilor Oradea
	Str. Gen. Traian Mosoiu, nr. 20, Oradea Tel-Fax: 0259 434147, 0359 449382 e-mail: filiala_surzilor_oradea@yahoo.com
	Platon Angelica
	

	17.
	Asociatia nevazatorilor din Romania
	Bd. Dacia, nr. 32, bl. C56 Cod postal: 410346 tel-fax: 0259-431327 e-mail: oradeaanvr@yahoo.com
	Boit Ioan
	

	18.
	Asociatia pentru interventie timpurie Thysia
	Str. Salcâmilor, nr. 13, bl. PB138, sc. B, ap. 18, Oradea CP 410283, tel: 0359-802095 thysia@k.ro
	Ardelean Dumitru
	Special education for children

	19.
	Asociatia PKU Life Romania
	Sirul Canonicilor, nr. 21, CP 410161 Tel: 0744595021 www.pkuromania.ro carmencordea@yahoo.co.uk
	Cordea Carmen
	

	20.
	Asociatia ProChristo et Ecclesia
	Stefan cel Mare, nr. 28, Oradea Cod postal: 410115 tel/fax: 0259-479579 e-mail: julia@ce-union.ro
	Stefan cel Mare, nr. 28, Oradea
	Family Type Placement

	21.
	Asociatia Ramiluck
	Anatole France, nr. 23, Oradea tel/fax: 413688
	Gafencu Maria
	Socio-medical assistance

	22.
	Asociatia Romano-Germana Proiect Rumanienhilfe Alsterdorf
	Piata Ion Creanga, nr. 2, bl. C81, ap. 20, CP 410009, Oradea, tel: 0259-266482, fax: 0359-405548, e-mail: esarum@rdslink.ro
	Cuc Emil Florin
	Social services for disabled



	23.
	Centrul medico-social Popesti
	Popesti, nr. 10, tel: 327799
	dr. Kekedi Judith
	Medical-social services for chronically ill person

	24.
	Centrul Scolar pentru educatie incluziva, nr. 1
	Str. Roman Ciorogariu, nr. 48, Oradea CP 410009, tel: 0259-437891, e-mail: scoalas1@yahoo.com
	Erdeli Elena
	Special education for children

	25.
	Consiliul Local al Comunei Salard
	Salard, nr. 724/A, CP 417450, jud. Bihor, tel/fax: 0259-441049, 0259-441051
	Nagy Miklos
	Social services and information for persons in difficulties

	26.
	Centrul de Asistenta Medico-Sociala Valea lui Mihai
	Str. Calea Revolutiei, nr. 50, Valea lui Mihai, CP 415700 tel: 452009
	Brezina Waldemar
	Medical-social public services

	27.
	Fundatia AGAPE
	Salard, nr. 552 tel-fax: 0259-441060
	Dani Zoltan
	Social canteen for elderly 
Social care for elderly

	28.
	Fundatia Albin
	Str. Slatinei, nr. 35, bl. PB38, ap. 11 albin@rdslink.ro
	Levai Mihaela Ioana
	

	29.
	Fundatia Barnaba
	Cuza Voda, nr. 85, Oradea Cod postal: 410097 tel: 0359-462617 fax: 0259-436152 e-mail: barnaba@ecc.ro
	Stanciu Adrian
	Material support for children and families

	30.
	Fundatia Bet-Hanan Casa Indurarii
	Raspantiilor, nr. 1, Oradea Cod postal: 410109, tel/fax: 457595 e-mail: bethanan@zappmobile.ro
	Capota Marius
	Social integration of institutionalized children

	31.
	Fundatia Caritas Centru Social Sf. Stefan Saniob
	Str. Principala, nr. 222, Comuna Ciuhoi, Sat Sâniob, CP 417192, tel-fax: 0259-328340, e-mail: css.stefan@freemail.hu
	Bohacs Tibor Jozsef
	Placement for children

	32.
	Fundatia Casa Copilului si tineretului Kajanto Maria
	Str. Viilor, nr. 30, Alesd, Cod postal: 415100, tel: 0259-342719
	Sadler Annemarie
	Familial placement

	33.
	Fundatia de caritate non-profit Emanuel Speranta României
	Eftimie Murgu, nr. 1, Oradea tel: 0359-304155 e-mail: fundatiaemanuel@yahoo.com
	Ferician Iustina Horj Aurora
	Placement for children

	34.
	Fundatia Consistoria Efrem Beniamin
	Str. Anton Bacalbasa, nr. 5-7, tel: 0259-418299
	Pintea Roman
	Medical-social care for elderly

	35.
	Fundatia Crestina de Asistenta Sociala CASA
	Nufarului, nr. 87, Oradea Cod postal: 410597 tel/fax: 0259-467200 e-mail: i.cioaracasa.org.ro www.casa.org
	Cioara Ioan
	Support and assistance for mother-baby (Briana Center

Support and assistance for children and families in difficulties

Profesional education of  defavorized persons

	36.
	Fundatia Crestina Elim
	Nicolae Balcescu, nr. 79, Marghita cod postal: 415300 tel: 0259-363570, fax: 0359-407833 e-mail: elim@rdslink.ro www.fce.ro
	Ferche Valentina
	Social center for homeless

Support and assistance for young persons and children in difficulties

	37.
	Fundatia Crucea Alba
	Str. Bartok Bela, nr. 2 F, Oradea tel: 0259-211027
	Rusu Georgeta
	Service for children

	38.
	Fundatia Csillagvaros
	Str. Teiului, nr. 2, Oradea CP: 417337, tel. 0259-440729, e-mail: vinczezoltanro@freemail.hu
	Vincze Judita Etelca
	Social assistance and material support for elderly

	39.
	Fundatia Est Europa
	B. P. Hasdeu, nr. 18, Oradea Cod postal: 410003 tel/fax: 0259-431376 e-mail: feeo@rdslink.ro
	Iacob Cristina
	Support and assistance for children and families in difficulties

	40.
	Fundatia Hexagon Energia
	Str. Principala, nr. 1, Suncuius, tel: 0745-991477, 0723-088889; hexagon.energia@gmail.com policeac@gmail.com
	Neag Viorica
	Material and financial support for families.
Social services for elderly

	41.
	Fundatia Hospice Emanuel
	Str. Redutei, nr. 1A, Oradea CP: 410061, tel: 0359-800162, fax:0259-475222 e-mail:office@emanuelhospice.org
	Murg Marinela
	Services for incurably ill persons

	42.
	Fundatia My Brother`s Keeper International
	Str. Ialomitei, nr. 5, bl. PB16, ap. 2, Oradea tel: 0359-800665, fax: 0359-407191 e-mail: office@mbk.ro
	Livanu Alina
	Emotional and material support for pregnant women.

	43.
	Fundatia People to People
	Republicii, nr. 36, Oradea cod postal: 410028 tel/fax: 0259-411137 e-mail: people2people@rdslink.ro
	Bot Pop Ciprian Marius
	Day-care center for children

	44.
	Fundatia Poarta Bucuriei
	Bd. Stefan cel Mare, nr. 88, Oradea tel: 0359-804300; fax: 0359-409908, 0259-453996 e-mail: fpb@rdslink.ro
	Bucur Cornel
	Placement or children

	45.
	Fundatia ProDeo
	Leaganului, nr. 4, Oradea cod postal: 410003 tel-fax: 0259-441845, 0359-401397 e-mai: prodeo1998@yahoo.com
	Claudia Maftei
	Social support and assistance for families in difficulties.

	46.
	Fundatia Romanian Relief
	Calea Aradului, nr. 27, bl. PB61, ap. 7, Oradea; telefon: 447421, 0729/099600 e-mail: info@romanianrelief.og www.romanianrelief.org
	Wade Sarah
	Placement for children

	47.
	Fundatia Ruhama
	Gen. Magheru, nr. 21, ap. 159, Oradea cod postal 410057 telefon: 406759; 406180 e-mail: fundatia_ruhama@rdslink.ro
	Daragiu Tina
	Social assistance for elderly

Center for families and children

	48.
	Fundatia de Scleroza Multipla Bihor
	Str. Buzaului, nr. 2/B, Oradea C.P. 410249 tel: 0259-436601, e-mail: msbihor@rds.ro
	Pop Elisabeta
	Medical assistance

	49.
	Fundatia Umanitara Salem
	Str. Horea, nr. 10, Salonta CP 415500 tel: 373058 e-mail:salem.salonta@rdslink.ro
	Kovacs Iuliu
	Medcial-social services for elderly

	50.
	Fundatia Viata Noua pentru copii
	Doinei, nr. 19, Oradea Cod postal: 410318 tel: 472038, fax: 412970 e-mail: v9pc@rdslink.ro
	Bancse Gheorghina
	Support and social assistance for mother-children in difficulties

Placement for children

	51.
	Parohia Reformata Tinca
	Str. Avram Iancu, nr. 51, Tinca CP 417595, tel: 0259310299, e-mail: berke@rdslink.ro
	Berke Alexandru
	Social services for elderly



	52.
	Primaria Orasului Alesd
	Str. Bobalna, nr. 3, tel: 0259-342539, fax: 0259-342589, e-mail: primaria-alesd@cjbihor.ro www.alesd.ro
	Cociorva Gheorghe
	Day-care services for elderly



	53.
	Primaria Beius
	Piata Samuil Vulcan, nr. 16, Beius, CP 415200, tel: 0259-321135, fax: 0259-321273, primaria-beius@cjbihor.ro
	Antal Maria Iuliana
	Social service, information center for persons in difficulties

	54.
	Societatea de Scleroza Multipla din Romania
	Str. Ady Endre, nr. 26, ap. 8, Oradea tel: 0259-476577, fax: 0259-417136, e-mail: office@smromania.ro
	Osvat Claudia
	Center of information and advice



	55.
	Fundatia Copii Dragostei
	str. Bobâlna, nr. 88, Alesd
	Stef Ghizela
	Placement for children



	56.
	Fundatia Filadelfia Noom
	Principala, nr. 547-548, Salard tel/fax: 0259-447490 e-mail: filadelfia@rdslink.ro
	Dr. Pardi Benjamin Attila
	Medical-social care for elderly

	57.
	Unitatea de asistenta Medico-sociala pentru bolnavi cronici
	Str. Prof. dr. I. Cantacuzino, nr. 2-4 Salonta Cod postal: 415500 tel: 406135 fax:406206
	Szijjarto Zoltan
	Social service for chronically ill.

	58.
	Penitenciarul Oradea
	Parcul Traian, nr. 3, CP 410333, tel 0259-419881, poradea@yahoo.com
	Mandrea Laurentiu
	Assistance for detainees

	59.
	Fundatia Non-Profit "Clar"
	str. Episcop Mihai Pavel, nr. 2, Beius, CP 415200, tel. 0259-322540
	Farcut Vasile
	Day-care center for elderly



	60.
	Fundatia In Brate
	Bd. Dacia, nr. 31, bl. AN57, ap. 23, Oradea, 0723-406913
	Matis Loredana
	Support and assistance for children



	61.
	Fundatia El Sadai
	str. Poienitei, nr, 27, bl. C3, ap. 11, Oradea, CP 410270
	Pop Lidia
	Social and profesional integration of young persons

	62.
	Fundatia Speranta Familiei
	str. Partenie Cosma, nr. 17, Oradea, CP 410003, tel: 0359-412246, info@foundationsf.org
	Gherle Raul


	Placement for children

	63.
	Fundatia Casa Sperantei
	Str. Poet Vasile Carlova, nr. 35, Oradea casasper@yahoo.com
	Caba Corina
	Social protection of children and families

	64.
	Consiliul Local al Comunei Bratca
	Comuna Bratca, nr. 126, tel: 0259-315650
	Chira Felicia
	Social services for persons in difficulties

	65.
	Centrul Medico-Social Sacueni
	Str. Irinyi Janos, nr. 16, Sacueni, 0259-352337
	Pirtea Raul
	Medical-social assistance

	66.
	Centrul medico social de psihiatrie Nucet
	str. Pescarusului, nr. 5, Nucet, CP 415400, tel: 0259-339743, cmsnucet@yahoo.com
	Ieran Draghiciu Mihai
	Medical-social service


APPENDIX 4. Associations and foundations providing accredited social services in Bistrişţa-Năsăud  county

	No.
	Name of the NGO
	Address
	Social services

	1.
	AFI Pro Familia
	str. Nicolae Titulescu, nr. 21, Bistrita, Monda Doina Ioana, Telefon: 0263-233101, Email: monda@gmail.com
	Prevention, information and advice providing center against domestic violence

	2.
	Asociatia Clubul Amazoanelor Bistritene
	str. Liviu Rebreanu, nr. 18, Bistrita, Moldovan Livia Eugenia
Telefon: 0747277979
	Elemental social services for handicapped persons



	3.
	Benita
	str. M. Kogalniceanu, nr. 29, Bistrita, Murza Lidia, Telefon: 0263-239050
	Day-care center for children and families in difficulties



	4.
	Centrul Crestin de Reintegrare Sociala ”Onisim” Bistrita
	str. Compozitorilor, nr. 6D, Bistrita, Draganescu Robert, Tel. 0788769145
	Social reintegration of detainees



	5.
	Inocenti
	str. M. Eminescu, nr. 2, bl. 2, sc. A, ap. 9, Bistrita, Mic Marin, Tel. 0263-236368
	Day-care center “Me and My Family”



	6.
	Possibilitas
	sat. Vita, str. Principala, nr. 216, Nuseni, Felszegi Magda Melinda
Telefon: 0263-348142
	Center for children



	7.
	Umblati in Lumina
	sat. Dumbrava, nr. 52, Livezile, Rus Lucia Maria, Telefon: 0263-270260
	Placement centre for children



	8.
	Asociatia Caritas Eparhial Greco-Catolic Cluj, Filiala Bistrita
	str. Ursului, nr. 14, Bistrita, 

Pop Narcis Nicolae, 

Telefon: 0745329303
	Information and advice prvidin center

Social assistance providing center



	9.
	Asociatia Nevazatorilor Bistrita
	Piata Centrala, nr. 22, Bistrita, Pop Iacob, Telefon: 0263/213670
	Elemental social services



	10.
	Bucurie
	Intr. Violetelor, nr. 2, bl.2, sc. A, ap. 4,, Bistrita, Dumitrescu Claudiu
Telefon: 0745-087709
	Day-care center for handicapped persons



	11.
	Inceputuri Noi
	Cartier Unirea, nr. 39A, Bistrita, Nemeti Ioanica, Telefon: 0363-101032
	Professional maternal assistance 


APPENDIX 5. Associations and foundations providing accredited social services in Cluj  county

	No.
	Name of the NGO
	Address
	Social services

	1.
	Fundatia Romana pentru Copii Comunitate si Familie Cluj
	R. Decartes nr.6, Cluj- Napoca

Tel.0264/594893, Julia Todea
	Day-care center for children

	2.
	Serviciul de Ajutor Maltez in Romania-Gradinita Speciala Malteza pentru copii cu deficiente neuro-motorii
	Str. Nuferilor nr.9/1, Cluj- Napoca

Tel.0264/ 432326, Mirela Codreanu

Tel. 0264/ 595801, Barla Zsuzsa


	Day-care center for disabled children

	3.
	Societatea de Caritate Blythswood- Centrul Daniel
	Str. Avram Iancu nr. 395- Floresti

Tel.0264/ 265050, Elvira Jakab
	Protected homes for young persons

	4.
	Congregatia Surorilor Maicii Domnului- Casa de tip familial “ Maica Domnului “
	Str. Măcinului  nr.28, Cluj-Napoca

Tel.0264/ 440056, Huja Eudochia
	Family Type House

	5.
	Fundatia Bethania
	Str. Alverna  nr.12-14, Cluj-Napoca

Tel.0264/ 443407, Hoka Heidi
	Day-care center for disabled children

	6.
	Asociatia Femeilor Impotriva Violentei “ Artemis “
	Str. Rene Descartes nr.6, Cluj Napoca, Tel.0264/ 592689,

Iulia Szigheti
	Center for eliminating domestic violence

	7.
	Fundatia Crestina Diakonia
	Str. Zambilei nr.5-7, Cluj- Napoca

Tel.0264/ 4419971, Sarosi Arthur
	Center for elderly

Social services for elderly



	8.
	Asociatia de Caritate- “Proiect Theodora”
	Str. Blajului nr.9 A, Cluj- Napoca

Tel.0264/416768, Szentagotai Lorant
	Center for elderly

	9.
	Asociaţia Caritas Eparhial Greco Catolic Cluj


	Str. Eroilor nr.10, Cluj- Napoca

Tel.0264/591404, Avram Adrian
	Providing social services

	10.
	Fundaţia Creştină de Ajutorare
	Str. Peana nr.3 ap.6, Cluj- Napoca

Tel.0264/ 421144, Rodica Morar
	Elemental social services

	11.
	Fundatia Calea Adevarului
	Str. Pelaghia Rosu nr.4, Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/417383

Rita McClure
	Elemental social servces

	12.
	Uniunea Creştină din România
	Str.Năsăud nr. 2, Cluj- Napoca

Tel. 0723/249600, Mircea Frateanu
	Center for alcohol dependent persons



	13.
	Asociaţia “Hans Spalinger”
	Str. Aviator Bădescu nr.41, Cluj –Napoca, Tel. 0740/248557

Ovidiu Damian
	Advice center for children and parents

Day-care center for disabled children



	14.
	Primaria Campia Turzii


	Str. Laminoriştilor nr. 2, Campia Turzii, Tel.0264/368500

Mirela Nicola
	Center for elderly

Social service for elderly



	15.
	Asociaţia de Ajutor Familial “Asistmed”
	Donath nr.60 /4 , Cluj-Napoca

Tel.0264/434667, Lucia Muresan
	Center providing social assistance

	16.
	Organizaţia Creştină “Ecce Homo”
	Str.Henri Barbusse nr.43, Cluj –Napoca Tel.0264/437179

Liviu Balas
	Center of information and andvice

Family-type House



	17.
	Centrul de îngrijire şi asistenţă pentru vârstnici „Acoperământul Maicii Domnului”
	Aleea Plopilor nr.7, Turda

Tel.0264/317772, Sas Dorin
	Center for elderly



	18.
	Fundaţia Creştină de Caritate “Primăvara în România”
	str. Cuza Vodă nr.14 A, Floreşti

Tel. 0264/265008, Rus Vasile
	Family-type house

	19.
	Asociaţia Caritatea Umanitar Internaţională


	str. Mircea Eliade nr.22, Cluj-Napoca, Tel. 0264/438050

Malutan  Iosif
	Elemental social services

	20.
	Fundaţia Umanitară “Rescue”


	str Gruia nr.34, Cluj- Napoca

Tel.0264/ 462629, 0722/365208

Giurgiu Cosmin
	

	21.
	.  Societatea  Romana de Cancer
	Str. E.Racovita nr. 29, Cluj-Napoca

Tel.0264/ 450095, Farcas Marlene
	Elemental social services

	22.
	Consiliul Judetean Cluj,

Directia Generala de Asistenta Sociala si Protectia Copilului Cluj
	Str. G-ral Eremia. Grigorescu, nr.37-39,, Cluj-Napoca, Tel. 0264/420146, 0264/ 420147, Nicoleta Brad
	

	23.
	Primaria Municipiului Cimpia Turzii

Serviciul Public Local de Asistenta Sociala
	Str. Laminoristilor nr. 117, Cimpia Turzii, Tel.0264/ 368001, Prahovean Florina
	Elemental social services



	24.
	Serviciul Public de Asistenta Sociala Turda
	Str. Daciei nr. 1, Turda, Tel.0264/ 317136, Denisa Napau
	Social canteen

Center for elderly

	25.
	Fundatia de Caritate Herald
	Str. Magaziei ,nr. 20, Cluj-Napoca

Tel.0264/ 406162, Goiti Rimona Manuela
	Day-care center for children and families in difficulties



	26.
	Fundatia Misiunea Crestina Awana
	Str. A. Vlaicu, nr. 54/35, Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0744/875359

Veres Ioan
	Elemental social services

	27.
	Fundatia International Teams Romania
	Str. Inului nr. 2/5, Cluj-Napoca

Tel. 0745/039641, Veres Ioan
	Elemental social services

	28.
	Asiciatia de Sprijinire, Promovare si Cooperare Internationala a Tinerilor    PROTIN
	Str. Rubin Papitia, nr. 9/2, Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/421261

Baumgarden Maria
	Day-care center for children and families in difficulties



	29.
	Asociatia Caritabila Maria Gabriel
	Str. Romulus Vuia, nr. 138, Cluj –Napoca, Tel.0264/433416

Amalia Oltean
	Family-type house



	30.
	Fundatia Elpis Dej


	Str. Carpati nr. 6, Dej , Tel.0264/ 220002, Vasile Pop
	Elemental social services

	31.
	Asociatia pentru Infrastructura Regionala si Dezvoltare Durabila Somes- Dej
	Str. 1 Mai , Nr. 2, Dej, Tel.0264/ 214742, Ionel Dincu
	Center of information and advice

Center providing professional orientation for disabled young persons



	32.
	Asociatia Viitorul Copiilor Ramsau
	Str. Mioritei, nr. 9, Dej Tel.0264/ 212319, Iulia Cozma
	Day-care center for children and families

	33.
	Asociatia Familia Regasita
	str. Ilie Macelaru 39, Cluj-Napoca

Tel.0264/ 439429, Diana Untaru
	Day-care center for children

Elemental social services for families in difficulties



	34.
	Fundatia Prison Fellowship
	str. Al. Vaida Voievod, nr. 68 ,Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/ 420967

Constantin Asavoaie
	Day-care center for homeless, mentally disabled persons

	35.
	Fundatia  Clinica Pro Vita
	Str. Rasaritului, nr. 102 ,Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/ 431891

David Ille
	Elemental social services

	36.
	Asociatia Nevazatorilor din Romania
	P-ta A. Iancu, nr. 2, Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/590877, Mihai Irimia
	Elemental social services

	37.
	Asociatia  Silver Livning
	str. Panait Istrate, nr. 11, Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/ 440336

Oana Disaga
	Elemental social services

	38.
	Fundatia Elpis
	str. Rovine, nr.33. ap. 15, Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/ 445372,

Vasile Pop
	Elemental social services

	39.
	Cantina de Ajutor Social Cluj
	str. Emil Zola, nr. 5 , Cluj-Napoca

Tel.0264/ 595665, Balc Horea
	Social canteen

	40.
	Fundatia Seceris
	str. Tecuci nr. 2 , Cluj-Napoca

Tel. 0724/189052, Cristina Moisin

Filiala Câmpulung, jud. Argeş
	Protected homes for handicapped and disabled persons

	41.
	Asociatia Providenta -Gondviseles - Fursorge
	str. Maxim Gorki, nr. 82, Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/ 536475

Ilona Essig
	Day-care center for handicapped persons

	42.
	Fundatia Ajutati Copiii Romania
	str. Dornei , nr. 14, Cluj-Napoca

Tel.0264/ 594893, Ana Maria Bunyi
	Protected homes for disabled persons

	43.
	Fundatia Speranta-Remenyseg
	str. Bolyai, nr. 9, Cluj-Napoca

Tel. 0264/430513 Elisabeta Szilagyi
	Elemental social services

	44.
	Asociatia Nationala a Surzilor din Romania  Filiala Cluj
	str. Gen. Traian Mosoiu nr. 74

Cluj-Napoca, Tel.0264/ 596496

Gelu Dumitru Bogdan
	Elemental social services

	45.
	Asociatia Preventis
	str. Ion Reteganu Pop nr. 20, Cluj-Napoca, Tel. 0745/321622

Violeta Faragau
	Center of information and advice



	46.
	Fundatia Perspective Medicale
	str. Somesului nr. 15, Floresti

Tel.0364 404305, 0745 988600, 0788026936   Pop Simona
	Center providing home-care services

	47.
	Serviciul Public de Asistenta Sociala Iara
	str. Mica ,nr. 282, Iara

Tel.0264/ 333001, Ioan Dorin Popa
	Elemental social services

	48.
	Serviciul Public de Asistenta Sociala Cornesti
	str. Principala nr. 14, Cornesti

Tel.0264/355516, Uţiu Sofia
	Elemental social services

	49.
	Asociatia Invalizilor de Razboi

Filiala Transilvania
	str. Petofi Sandor  nr. 30, Cluj-Napoca, Tel. 0264/598728

Crisan Vasile
	Elemental social services

	50.
	Asociatia Transilvania pentru Promovarea Bolnavilor Psihici
	str. Viilor, nr. 20C, Cluj-Napoca

Tel. 0264/406760, Andreea Bularda
	Elemental social services

	51.
	Liceul pentru Deficienti de Vedere
	Calea Dorobantilor, nr. 31, Cluj-Napoca, Tel. 0264/431346

Cornelia Codreanu
	Day-care center for children

	52.
	Serviciul Public de Asistenta Sociala Camarasu
	Camarasu, nr. 126, Camarasu

Tel. 0264/288002, Iancu Marcel Mocean
	Elemental social services

	53.
	Asociatia Societatea Femeilor Ortodoxe din Arhiepiscopia Vadului, FEleacului si Clujului
	str. Tipografiei, nr. 23, Cluj-Napoca

Tel. 0264/430286, Maria Gabriela Trimbitas
	Elemental social services

	54.
	Fundatia de Caritate Transilvania
	str. Baita, nr. 1-3, Cluj-Napoca

Tel. 0264/414575, Dana Elena Vasilescu
	Elemental social services

	55.
	Consiliul Local / Primaria Apahida

Compartiment de Asistenta Sociala
	str. Libertatii nr. 122, Apahida

Tel. 0264/231777, Iuliana Etves
	Elemental social services

	56.
	Fundaţia Dezvoltarea Popoarelor, filiala Cluj
	Tel. 0264 433940, Arpad Mathe
	Elemental social services

	57.
	Asociaţia „Little People” România
	Tel. 0364 310353, Serghei Pânzaru
	Elemental social services

	58.
	Asociaţia de îngrijire şi ajutor la domiciliu „Elena”
	Tel. 0745 299116, Elena Hîrlea
	Center providing home-care services


APPENDIX 6. Associations and foundations providing accredited social services in Maramureş  county

	No.
	Name of the NGO
	Address
	Social services

	1.
	Ajutor Creştin pentru Copii
	Str. Unirii nr. 2, Ocna Sugatag, Pituc

Gheorghe, Telefon: 0262 – 374345
	Famil-type houseCase de tip familial

	2.
	Asociatia Casa Luminii
	Str. Poduri nr.32B, Viseu de Sus, Opris Claudia, Telefon: 0262-354974
	Family-type house for families in difficulties



	3.
	Asociatia Esperando
	Str. Minerilor nr.14, Baia Mare, Daniel Filipas, Telefon: 0262 – 215590
	Day-care center for children and young persons with difficulties

	4.
	ASOCIATIA FEMINA XXI


	Str Aviatorilor 3A/38, Baia Mare, KOVACSINSZKI RODICA
Telefon: 0262 / 227708
	Information and advice services, 

	5.
	Asociatia Heidenroslein
	B-dul Unirii, Baia Mare, 

Payer Magdalena, Telefon: 0262-224166
	Educational activities, prevention and information providing

services

	6.
	Asociatia Nevazatorilor din Romania - Filiala Baia Mare
	Str. Crisan nr. 17, Baia Mare, 

Polcz Carol Zoltan, Telefon: 0262 – 213469
	Information and advice providing center  

	7.
	Asociatia Profesionala Neguvernamentala de Asistenta Sociala – ASSOC
	B-dul Unirii nr. 28, Baia Mare, 

Markis Loredana,Tel: 0262/222226
	Occupational therapy for disabled persons 

	8.
	Centrul Social Multifunctional Ionica
	Str. Principala nr.398, bl.A Sc.A ap.B, Botiza, Neag Vasile, Telefon: 0262-334176
	Socialization, information and advice providing activities 

	9.
	FUNDATIA CASA FAMIGLIA MADRE COLOMBA
	Str.Pintea Viteazu, Sighetu Marmatiei, Santori Neria, Telefon: 0262-311008
	Madre Colombo Kindergarten



	10.
	FUNDATIA CRUCEA ALB GALBENA
	Str. Progresului nr.17,Baia Mare, Titirca Lucretia, Telefon: 0262-211211
	Socio-medical care services 

	11.
	Fundatia de Voluntari Somaschi
	Str.Dragos Voda nr.2A, ap.14, Baia Mare, Ilutiu Bogdan, Telefon: 0262-401399
	Day-care center

Family-type house 

	12.
	FUNDATIA PRO VITA
	str. Berzei , nr. 3, Baia Mare, Viragh Gyongyike Margit, Tel: 0262- 214552
	Social integration of institutionalized young people 

	13.
	Asociatia Caritas Greco Catolic
	Str.Victoriei, nr.90, Bl.A, Ap 52, Baia Mare, Pop Dumitru, Tel: 0262/218038
	Center of drug-use prevention 

	14.
	Asociatia Caspev
	Str.Sasarului nr. 3, Baia Mare, 

Lupsa Stefan, Telefon: 0262 – 214191
	Day-care center

Socio-medical services

	15.
	ASOCIATIA FEMEILOR IMPOTRIVA VIOLENTEI – ARTEMIS
	Str Transilvaniei nr. 3 A, Baia Mare, Barle Sorina, Telefon: 0262 – 227537
	Center for intervention and prevention of domestic violence and sexual abuse

	16.
	Asociatia Filantropica Sf.Ierarh Iosif Marturisitorul
	B-dul Republicii nr.5/1, Baia Mare
	Multifunctional social center

	17.
	Asociatia Nationala de Cruce Rosie din Romania / Filiala Baia Mare
	Str. Pietrosului nr.5, Baia Mare, Pop Mariana Dana, Telefon: 0262-217168
	Information and advice providing center



	18.
	Asociatia Nord Sia Baia Sprie
	Str.Micro Vest nr.1/16, Baia Sprie, Puscas Nastasia, Telefon: 0744295329
	Day-care center

Social canteen

	19.
	Caminul de Pensionari Baia Sprie
	Dragos Voda nr 67, Baia Sprie, 

Pop Dorica, Tel: 0262-262318
	Medical assistance, socialization and free-time spending activities

	20.
	Fundatia Centrul Crestin Cavnic
	Str.22 Decembrie nr.8, Cavnic, 

Chis Solomon, Telefon: 0262-296056
	Day-care center

Information and advice providing center

	21.
	Fundatia de Intrajutorare SOMROM
	Str Miresului nr. 144, Somcuta Mare, Boldijar Gherman, Tel. 0262 -280469
	Information and advice providing center

	22.
	Fundatia Hope And Homes For Children / Romania
	Baia mare, b/dul Unirii bl.16, ap 17, Darabus Stefan Vasile, Tel. 0262-227419
	Information and advice providing center 

Material support for disabled persons

	23.
	Sacro Cuore
	Str.Valea Rosie nr. 25/A, Baia Mare, Cufoian Claudia, Tel: 0262 – 275209
	Day-care center

Family-type house

	24.
	Speranta pentru Romania - Casa Hope
	Str Monetariei nr. 5, Baia Mare, 

Nistor Doina, Telefon: 0262 – 215590
	Family-type house


APPENDIX 7. Associations and foundations providing accredited social services in Sălaj  county
	No.
	Name of the NGO
	Address
	Social services

	1.
	Asociaţia Pro Vita Iaz 
	nr. 128,Iaz, 

Costea Alexandru, Tel.: 0766701840
	Support and assistance for children and families in difficulties

	2.
	Asociaţia “Down Sindrom” 
	str.Gh.Doja nr.99, Cehu Silvaniei, 

Nagy Elisabeta, Telefon: 0745585493
	Support and assistance for handicapped children and adults



	3.
	Asociaţia “Centru de ingrijire şi asistenţă – Silvania”


	str.M.Sadoveanu nr. 23, Simleu Silvaniei, Ciobanu Cristina Elisabeta
Telefon: 0744482669
	Information and advice providing center for persons in difficulties

Socio-medical assistance for elderly

	4.
	Asociaţia creştină ortodoxă Anania


	NR.814, Cizer, 

Sabău Elena Viorica, Telefon: 0260-625407
	Social care for elderly



	5.
	Asociaţia Pader Willi din România


	STR. S. BARNUTIU, NR.97, BL.SB88, SC. A, AP.1, Zalău, 

Dan Dorica,Telefon: 0260-616585
	Specific intervention in case of children with autism

	6.
	Asociaţia Pro Mocsolya Valea Pomilor


	Valea Pomilor 177, Samsud, More Mihaly Levente
Telefon: 0766318720 si 0766523025
	Information and advice providing center for people in need



	7.
	Fundaţia “Acasă”


	STR. Iuliu Maniu, NR.9, Zalău, Babtan Leontin, Telefon: 0260-660726; 0745-306576
	Socio-medical care for persons in need



	8.
	Fundaţia “Rainbow”


	str.Gh.Doja, nr.110, Cehu Silvaniei, Crişan Elisabeta, Telefon: 0260-650454
	Assistance and support for disabled children and elderly



	9.
	Fundaţia Maya


	Str. Gh. Doja, nr. 40, bl. D40, Zalău, Capalnaşiu Adriana, 
Telefon: 661838
	Special education for disabled children



	10.
	Fundaţia Roada


	Bd. M. Viteazu, nr. 71, Bl. MV4, sc. A, ap. A5, Zalău, Molnar Ionel,
Telefon: 0260-613036
	Material support for persons in need



	11.
	Asociaţia “Maria Schinina” a surorilor sfintei inimii a lui Isus


	Str. 22 Decembrie 1989, nr. 25, Zalău, Azzara Lucia, Telefon: 0260-662187
	Education, support, assistance for children in need

	12.
	Asociaţia “Damaris”


	str.Sucevei nr. 6, Simleu Silvaniei, Nagy Gheorghe, Telefon: 01260670018
	Socio-medical assistance for elderly



	13.
	Asociaţia Bethesda Jebuc


	Nr. 21, Jebucu, Molnar Irma,

Telefon: 0260 626102
	Information and advice providing center for persons in need



	14.
	Asociaţia Jacob’s Well


	Str. 22 Decembrie 1989, nr. 71, Zalău, Tiriac Emilia, Telefon: 0260-617951
	Support, assistance, education for children



	15.
	Asociaţia Pro Archid


	Nr. 77, Archid, Balazs Zoltan, 

Telefon: 0260-653017
	Support, assistance for handicapped persons and elderly



	16.
	Asociaţia societatea culturală şi caritativă Sarepta


	Str Principală, nr. 368, Zauan, Kiss Miklos, Telefon: 0260-623335
	Social canteen



	17.
	Fundaţia “God-True-Love”


	Str. Cehei, nr. 14, Simleu Silvaniei, Pop Maria Daniela, Telefon: 0726167322
	Support and services for children to prevent school abandonment

	18.
	Fundaţia Ciobanca S.O.S.


	Str. Dumbrava, nr. 48, bl. TCI, Zalău, Ciobanca Maria, Telefon: 0260-661038
	Socio-medical care



	19.
	Fundaţia Pro Eclesia Reformată


	Str. Petofi Sandor, nr. 19, Nuşfalău, Lukacs Jozsef, Telefon: 0260-670358
	Socio-medical care



	20.
	Fundaţia Umanitară Agape


	Tihău, nr.248/A, com. Surduc, Mureşan Nicoleta, Telefon: 0260-644737
	Socio-medical care for elderly



	21.
	Societate Handicapaţilor Zalău


	P-ta 1 Decembrie, nr.12, Zalău, Rodica Marian, Telefon: 0260-610605
	Integration/reintegration of disabled persons




APPENDIX 8. Associations and foundations providing accredited social services in Satu Mare  county
	No.
	Name of the NGO
	Address
	Social services

	1.
	Asociatia Albert Schweitzer pentru copii, familie si comunitate
	str. Eliberarii, nr. 89, Halmeu, Vasilovoci Eniko, Tel. 0261-773023
	Professional orientation for an independent life



	2.
	Asociatia Copii-Consiliere, prevenire, interventie impotriva abuzului si neglijarii copiilor
	str. Nicolae Balcescu nr. 11, Satu Mare, Veres Maria, Telefon: 0261-716759
	Consiliere psihomedicala suportiva, continua pentru asistenti maternali profesionisti

	3.
	Asociatia Langdon Down Transilvania
	tr. Santierului nr.9, Satu Mare,

 Kerti Gyongyi, Telefon: 0745301890
	Socialization and spending free-time activities



	4.
	Asociatia Nevazatorilor - Filiala Judeteana Satu Mare
	str. Mihai Viteazul nr. 19, Satu Mare, Podina Mihai Sorin, Tel: 0261-711313
	Legal advice for persons



	5.
	Asosciatia Freres Romania
	str. Ioan Slavici nr. 16, Satu Mare, 

Jean Magnan, Telefon: 0261-710049
	Support for children and families in difficulties



	6.
	Fundatia Down Carei
	str. Horea nr. 2,Carei, 

Hargitay Elisabeta, Tel. 0261-861237
	
Integrational center




	7.
	Fundatia Mia Munteanu
	Drum Carei nr. 160, Satu Mare, 

Oprea Maria Rodica, Tel. 0261-713001
	Reintegration in family and community



	8.
	Fundatia Senzor Satu Mare
	str. Unirii nr. 49, Satu Mare, 

Belenyi Emese Hajnalka, 

Telefon: 0261-710246
	Information and advice providing center 



	9.
	Organizaţia Caritas Satu Mare


	P-ţa Libertăţii, nr. 20, Satu Mare, Wieland Maria Emese, Telefon: 0744-890.041
	Support and assistance for children in need



	10.
	Societate Naţională de Cruce Roşie din România -  Filiala Satu Mare

 
	Str. Vlad Ţepeş, nr. 3, Satu Mare, Borlan Rodica Margareta
Telefon: 0261-770244
	Support and assistance center for elderly



	11.
	Asociatia Caritas Catolica Oradea - Filiala Tasnad
	Str. M. Sadoveanu nr. 3, Tasnad, 

Czier Tibor, Telefon: 0261-827572
	Home-care assistance for elderly

Social canteen

	12.
	Asociatia Handicapatilor Fizic
	str. Nicolae Golescu nr. 39, Satu Mare, Pop Crinuta Leonora, Tel. 0261-717287
	Psiho-professional advice

	13.
	Asociatia Nationala a Surzior din Romania - Filiala Teritoriala Satu Mare
	str. Gladiolei, nr. 14, Satu Mare, 

Bulbuk Veronica Carmen
Telefon: 0361-802584
	Support and advice providing center



	14.
	Asociatia Stea
	Aleea Neajlov nr. 3, bl. 3 ap. 69, Satu Mare, Diaciuc Cristina Maria
Telefon: 0261-711618
	Socio-professional reintegration of children

 

	15.
	Congregatia Surorilor Piariste
	str. 1 Decembrie 1918 nr. 54A, Carei, Kurti-Bokor Iudita, Tel. 0261-861797
	Family-type center for children



	16.
	Fundatia Hans Lindner
	str. Ceahlaului nr. 38, Satu Mare, 

Szucs Istvan, Telefon: 0261-715136
	Support for children, socio-professional integration 

	17.
	Fundatia Romana a Caminelor de Tranzit Foyer
	str. Papadiei nr. 4, Satu Mare, 

Suciu Florin, Telefon: 0261-407541
	Shelter, material support for young persons in difficulties



	18.
	Liga Apararii Drepturilor Omului - LADO Satu Mare - Biroul de consiliere pentru cetateni Satu Mare
	str. Pastravului, nr. 3-5, Satu Mare, Neagu Olimpia, Telefon: 0261-758890
	Information and advice providing center for people




Appendix 9. State support for NGOs in chief towns of counties through Law 34/1998.

	County/Town
	Year
	No. supported NGOs
	No. beneficiaries
	Amount (RON)

	Bihor/Oradea
	2006
	2
	164
	825 724

	
	2007
	2
	185
	102 751

	
	2008
	4
	329
	320 465

	Bistrita-Nasaud/Bistrita
	No data

	Cluj/Cluj-Napoca
	2006
	6
	309
	165 360

	
	2007
	8
	432
	345 120

	
	2008
	9
	463
	439 044

	Maramures/Baia-Mare
	No grants accorded

	Satu-Mare/Satu-Mare
	2006
	1
	1 318
	403 188

	
	2007
	1
	1 128
	440 292

	
	2008
	1
	1 498
	858 108

	Salaj/Zalau
	2006
	No grants accorded

	
	2007
	No grants accorded

	
	2008
	2
	60
	39 120
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� North Vest Development Region (counties: Bihor, Bistriţa-Năsăud, Cluj, Maramureş, Satu-Mare, Sălaj) in Romania was created in 1998. As other development regions, it does not have any administrative power, its main function being to co-ordinate regional development projects and manage funds from the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union" \o "European Union" �European Union�.


� Although, nonprofit or non-governmental organizations come under many different names in Romania, including associations, foundations, leagues, clubs, movements, committees, councils or societies, most formally constituted organizations take one of the four main legal forms prescribed by the Law No. 21 of 1924: association, foundation, union or federation. In addition, there are other legal forms, such as cooperatives, trade unions and political parties, which constitute the broader section of the Romanian nonprofit sector. These latter types of organizations are not usually associated with the term non-governmental organization, which is the term most commonly used in Romania. The fact that the law does not define the term “non-governmental” is because it was not used at the time the legal act was created (Saulean – Epure 1998).





� For policy making purposes, the two poverty measures discussed in this report complement each other. The poverty profile built using the relative poverty line provides useful information about the relative position of various groups against the national standard of living in a society at a given point in time. Absolute poverty, on the other hand, measures the number of people who cannot afford a minimum consumption basket. The poverty profiles constructed using each of the two methods do not contradict each other. The vulnerable groups identified by the absolute poverty measure are consistent with the ones identified by the relative method (World Bank 2007).


� For a detailed list of respondent NGOs see Appendix 1. 


� Unfortunately detailed data from Bitriţa-Năsăud county are unavailable, I listed in Appendix 2 those associations and foundation, which provide accredited social services.


� For a detailed list of social service provider associations and foundations see Appendix 3.


� For a detailed list of associations and foundations providing accredited social services in Cluj county, see Appendix 4. 


� For example the low-income women’s priorities are often different to those of men. 


� With exception of few organizations, mainly small charitable religious organizations, based on the charitable giving.
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